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COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS MEETING 
LANSING, MICHIGAN 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2007 
 

CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Michigan Room of the Quality Inn 
in St. Ignace, Michigan by Council Chair Janalee McClure.  Governors present were:  Joseph Griggs, 11 
A1; Tony Capozzo, 11 A2; Robert Chrisman, 11 B1; Margaret Anderson, 11 B2; Gary Lacy, 11 C1; Lloyd 
Kilbreath, 11 C2; Joe Gwizdala, 11 D1; Les Selby, 11 D2; William Raymor, 11 E1; Florence Kelpinski, 11 
E2; and Duane Goltz, SD 10.  Vice District Governors in attendance were:  Jim Williams, 11 A1; Connie 
Shelton, 11 A2; Roberta Sexton, 11 B1; Linda Bosma, 11 B2; Mike Johnson, 11 C1; Shirley Marshall, 11 
C2; Frank Rivette, 11 D1; Chuck Belesky, 11 D2; Larry Morlock, 11 E1; David Zeller, 11 E2; and Robert 
Miller, SD 10.  Also present were:  PID Chuck Weir; PID Ken Lautzenheiser; Council Chair Janalee 
McClure; State Treasurer Paul Hemeryck; Lion Jim Pettinato; and State Secretary Mary Brown. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 
 
MOTION ς Raymor, Kilbreath, to approve the proposed agenda, with the addition of a song after the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Motion carried. 
 
MOTION ς Capozzo, Lacy, to approve the minutes of the August meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS ς Mary Brown, State Secretary 
The District Governors received a letter from Leader Dogs for the Blind outlining policy changes that will 
be instituted in 2008.  One of the changes would require a change to the MD 11 By-[ŀǿǎΥ  ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ 
invite all District Leader Dog Chairs to visit Leader Dog in the fall of 2008.  We also ask that the District 
Governors appoint Leader Dog Chairs for a three-year term.  As this occurs, we will invite the Leader 
5ƻƎ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻƴŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜǊƳΣ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦέ  /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜr Dog 
Committee are for 2-year terms.   
 
MOTION ς Kelpinski, Raymor, to ask the Constitution and By-Laws Committee to prepare an 
amendment to change appointments to the Leader Dog Committee from a 2-year term to a 3-year 
term.  Motion carried. 
 
REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE REPORT (Written) ς John Johnson, PDG, Chairman 
The Redistricting Committee has no plans to meet again because they feel their work is complete.  In 
August the Governors agreed to take one redistricting plan back to their districts for review and 
discussion.  The committee declined to ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ άǎŀƭŜǎ ǇƛǘŎƘέ ŦƻǊ any of the redistricting plans because 
they are not unanimously in support of any that have been presented to date. 
 
The Governors discussed reactions to the redistricting plan that would merge 11 A1 with 11 A2, 11 B1 
with 11 B2, and 11 C1 with 11 C2.  Lions from 11 A2 are opposed to the plan.  The proposal is not 
popular in 11 B2 because they feel it will have a negative impact on the state.  11 A1 also opposes the 
plan; however, they feel that districts that want to merge (like C1 and C2) should be allowed to do so. 
 
Redistricting proposals have been submitted by the Fruitport Lions Club and the Bretton Woods Lions 
Club to merge the existing districts 11 C1 and 11 C2.  Both districts are on board and in favor of the 
merger.  They have initiated a dialogue about having multiple Vice District Governors to help cover club 
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visitations.  The proposal will appear on the ballot at the convention in Sault Ste. Marie in May.  Voting 
at the district level is not required because neither of the affected districts has 1,250 members, and it 
does not impact the boundaries of the other districts. 
 
The topic was tabled until Sunday to give the Council time to discuss it amongst themselves. 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT (Written) ς John Johnson, PDG, Chairman 
At the August Council Meeting, the Governors identified two priorities for this committee: Information 
gathering on use of alternative formats and long range planning with 3, 5, and 10 year goals.  
Committee members will be assigned to one task or the other, and a conference call or face-to-face 
meeting will be scheduled  The alternative formats topic is likely be handled more quickly than the long 
range planning, which might take more than this year. 
 
MOTION ς Lacy, Kelpinski, to receive the Redistricting and Strategic Planning Committee Reports.  
Motion carried. 
 
USA/CANADA FORUM LOAN 
When Gary Anderson was appointed Chairman of the USA/Canada Forum Host Committee, he planned 
to obtain funding (estimated at $25,000 to $30,000) through corporate sponsorships.  He asked the 
Council of Governors for a $15,000 loan to be repaid when the sponsorship money was obtained.  After 
approaching countless large companies in Michigan and the Midwest, the committee was unable to 
procure any cash donations.  Smaller, in-kind donations were received from several companies and 
individuals, but no major sponsorships. Total expenditures for the Forum (including in-kind products 
used) were just over $26,000.  This was $9,000 less than the Host Committee in Columbus spent last 
year, and considerably less than the $56,000 already spent by the Saskatoon Host Committee for 2008.  
After all bills were paid, $4,170.24 in cash remains.  These funds will be returned to the State Treasurer, 
leaving an outstanding loan balance of $10,829.76. 
 
MOTION ς Raymor, Capozzo, to forgive the loan balance and consider the money as the Lions of 
MichiganΩǎ sponsorship of the 2007 USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT ς Paul Hemeryck, State Treasurer 
PDG Hemeryck reviewed the financial reports for the first quarter of the year (July 1 through September 
30, 2007).  Revenues and expenses are normal for this time of year, which is not typically a high-activity 
time.  All of the dues-funded accounts are in a good financial position. 
 
Two districts have not yet paid their first-half state dues.  Treasurer Hemeryck will meet with the 
District Governors to discuss payment with them. 
 
The Lion Pride Magazine shows a slight loss through the end of October.  Nine issues are produced 
annually, but wages are paid monthly; therefore three months of wages are reflected against revenue 
from just one issue published to date 
 
The Grace Lange Memorial Fund shows a strong cash position.  Last year the stock was sold at a profit, 
and the proceeds were re-invested.  Each year, $2,000 from the Grace Lange Fund is earmarked for the 
scholarship that is presented by the White Cane Committee. 
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Because membership impacts dues revenue, State Treasurer Hemeryck included with the financial 
report a breakdown of membership totals for the past 10 years.  Every district has experienced losses.  
Overall membership in MD 11 was 15,951 in 1997.  It has decreased to 13,160 at the end of September 
2007. 
 
UPDATE ON FORM 990 FILING REQUIREMENTS ς Paul Hemeryck, State Treasurer 
Fraud in the nonprofit world has caused the IRS to implement sweeping changes in the filing 
requirements for Form 990.  The changes will to improve transparency within the nonprofit sector and 
ensure that donors and the IRS have current information.   
 
In the past, many Lions Clubs were not required to file Form 990 or 990-EZ because their gross receipts 
were $25,000 or less.  Beginning in 2008, these clubs are required to file Form 990-N (also called the e-
postcard).  Form 990-N can only be filed electronically; there will be no paper version of the form.  
Clubs that fail to file Form 990-N for three consecutive years will have their tax-exempt status revoked.  
IRS has already started mailing letters to small tax-exempt organizations (including Lions Clubs), 
notifying them of the new requirements.  If the IRS has an incorrect address on file, a club may not 
receive the letter.  However, not receiving notification does not excuse them from filing. 
 
In accordance with LCI regulations, Lioness Clubs and Leo Clubs are considered projects of their 
sponsoring Lions Club.  Their receipts and expenses are to be included in the totals reported on Form 
990 by the Lions Club.  Questions were raised on how the Lioness Convention funds were handled. Lion 
Jim Pettinato offered to check on the procedure and will report back to the Council. 
 
Districts are also required to file a Form 990.  Most are already doing so because their gross receipts are 
over $25,000τdeposits from convention fees and state/district dues often put them over.  DGs should 
check with their Cabinet Treasurers to make sure that all required forms are being filed. 
 
Every Lions Club and district operates on a fiscal year that ends June 30th.   Beginning in 2008, every club 
will have to file a Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-N by November 15 annually.  All Lions Clubs are nonprofit 
under Section 501(c)(4) of the IRS Code.  Some Lions Clubs have a separate foundation for their service 
activities, which is covered under Section 501(c)(3) as a charitable organization; these clubs are required 
to file two 990 forms. 
 
State Treasurer Hemeryck will present a session on the new IRS requirements at the Michigan Forum in 
Lansing on March 1, 2008.  He is also putting together several articles for the magazine, as well as 
written information to answer questions that clubs might have. 
 
Lions Clubs and districts that have gross receipts over $25,000 will file a Form 990 that is much more 
comprehensive than the e-postcard.  Questions are included on the tax form are designed to trigger an 
audit if they are not answered affirmatively.  Examples include:  Do you have a written Conflict of 
Interest Policy?  Do you have a written Whistle Blower Policy?  Do you have a written Document 
Retention and Destruction Policy? 
 
USA/CANADA FORUM HOST COMMITTEE REPORT ς Dr. Gary Anderson, PDG, Chair 
The 2007 USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Grand Rapids has set a new standard of excellence.  It 
was rated one of the most successful events in the 31-year history of the Forum.   
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aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ Iƻǎǘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ру-page procedures manual to assist Lions who are involved in 
planning future Forums.  It already has been passed along to three future Forum Host Chairs. 
 
PDG Anderson asked whether the Council of Governors would like Grand Rapids to bid on the 2013 
USA/Canada Lions Forum.  He stated that he would not chair the event again. 
 
MOTION ς Kilbreath, Capozzo, to approve submission of a bid from Grand Rapids for the 2013 
USA/Canada Lion Forum.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PDG Anderson expressed hi s thanks to all of the 325+ volunteers who helped make the 2007 Forum 
such a success. 
 
INTERNATIONAL UPDATE/ LIAISON REPORT (via conference call) ς ID Bill Hansen 
ID Hansen summarized actions taken at the International Board meeting in India in September.  The title 
of the senior salaried employee of LCI has been changed from executive administrator to executive 
director.  The Senior Lions Leadership Institute will increase the number of slots available, doubling the 
number in the United States.  The brand audit is ongoing and will address issues such as advertising and 
regionalization.  Automatic suspension of clubs for non-payment has had an impact within the 
association, but it will not go away.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ [ƛƻƴǎ 5ŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ 
some time due to the renovation of the building. 
 
[ƛƳƛǘǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ мΣнрл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ор Ŏƭǳōǎ 
have been ruled constitutional.  Restrictions on endorsement of candidates for ID and VP are already 
affecting the number of eligible candidates.  Redistricting proposals has been approved for Kansas, 
Missouri, Mississippi, and North Carolina. 
 
The per diem allowance for meals for the DGEs at the convention in Bangkok has been set at $85 per 
day.  ID Hansen explained that convention attendees will find traffic in Bangkok to be very congested.  
They should allow lots of extra time for travel from their hotel to the convention center and the parade.  
He is working with other delegations to arrange a combined caucus at a central location; such an 
arrangement would benefit the candidates and the Lions who attend. 
 
Several cities will bid on the 2013 Lions International Convention.  Proposals have been received from 
Atlanta, Boston, Hamburg, Honolulu, Manila, and Montreal.  Interest has also been expressed by Kansas 
City, Orlando, Prague, Salt Lake, and Kuala Lumpur.  
 
An optional second vice district governor position has been approved, effective immediately.  
Implementation must be approved at the district ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōȅ-
laws.  The second vice district governor may be eligible to run for vice district governor, but succession 
is not mandated.  The duties and responsibilities of the position are determined by the district. 
 
!ƭ .ǊŀƴŘŜƭΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ άaƛǊŀŎƭŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ς 9ǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ IŜǊƻŜǎΦέ  IŜ will institute new 
Excellence Awards for District Governors, Region Chairs, Zone Chairs and Club Presidents.  The 
requirements are much more challenging than in the past.  He is a strong believer in teamwork, and the 
awards can only be achieved through a team concept.  The awards are intended to reward excellence, 
not mediocrity.  OƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  ¢ƻ 
receive the award at the zone or region level, 50% of the clubs in the zone/region must achieve the 
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PresidentΩs Award and they must have a net membership gain or a new Lions Club.  The District 
Governors Excellence Award requires 50% of the zones/regions to earn the ZC/RC awards, plus a net 
growth in membership. 
 
ID Hansen advised the Council that International President Amarasuriya reviews all nominations for 
Presidential and Leadership Medals.  It will be difficult for MD 11 to acquire any of these awards during 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ Lt !ƳŀǊŀǎǳǊƛȅŀΩǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ 
growth.  However, nominations will be considered that amplify on current improvements and past 
successes.  Consideration will be given in the second half of the year to a broader range of 
achievements, including humanitarian service. 
 
ID Hansen suggested that the Council develop an annual award from MD 11 for outstanding 
achievements in membership and extension.  Recognition might also be given for retention, but it is 
more difficult to measure success in this field. 
 
WHITE CANE SCHOLARSHIP 
State Treasurer Hemeryck explained that the current selection process for the White Cane Scholarship 
could result in legal problems for the Lions of Michigan.  The White Committee has often made choices 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ όƛΦŜ., attended Bear Lake Camp, worked 
with a Lions Club on a white cane fundraiser, etc.).  Lawsuits are a strong possibility, based on claims of 
discrimination.  PID Chuck Weir suggested having the Commission for the Blind make the decision.  The 
Lions of Michigan would continue to fund the scholarship, but the recipient(s) would be selected by the 
Commission. 
 

COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS MEETING 
LANSING, MICHIGAN 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2007 
 

CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. in the Michigan Room of the Quality Inn 
in St. Ignace, Michigan by Council Chair Janalee McClure.  Governors present were:  Joseph Griggs, 11 
A1; Tony Capozzo, 11 A2; Robert Chrisman, 11 B1; Margaret Anderson, 11 B2; Gary Lacy, 11 C1; Lloyd 
Kilbreath, 11 C2; Joe Gwizdala, 11 D1; Les Selby, 11 D2; William Raymor, 11 E1; Florence Kelpinski, 11 
E2; and Duane Goltz, SD 10.  Vice District Governors in attendance were:  Jim Williams, 11 A1; Connie 
Shelton, 11 A2; Roberta Sexton, 11 B1; Linda Bosma, 11 B2; Mike Johnson, 11 C1; Shirley Marshall, 11 
C2; Frank Rivette, 11 D1; Chuck Belesky, 11 D2; Larry Morlock, 11 E1; David Zeller, 11 E2; and Robert 
Miller, SD 10.  Also present were:  PID Chuck Weir; PID Ken Lautzenheiser; Council Chair Janalee 
McClure; State Treasurer Paul Hemeryck; and State Secretary Mary Brown. 
 
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE REPORT ς Paul Hemeryck, PDG 
Ninety-four Lions and Lioness will attend ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦ  A list of participants by district 
was distributed to the Governors.  PDG Hemeryck will compile a list of all Leadership Institute graduates 
since 1999 and send it to the DGs and VDGs by December 1.   
 
Handout materials for the Institute books were scanned into a PDF file this year.  This resulted in a 
substantial reduction in printing costs (from $1,400 last year to $650 this year).  It is also possible now 
to produce a CD containing this information.  (The electronic file has already been transmitted to a blind 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜǎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǘƻ άǊŜŀŘέ ǎǳŎƘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦύ   
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Shmir Corzine from the Leadership Division at Lions International will travel to the MacMullan Center 
this year to observe both the Faculty Development Institute and Leadership Institute.  LCI has provided 
financial support for all eight Leadership Institutes held in Michigan to date.  For each of the past 
several years, they have contributed $10,000.  In return, districts in Michigan are asked to show their 
support by paying a share of the costs.  Participants are charged $160, but the actual cost is closer to 
$300 per person.  Each district is asked to donate $300, which guarantees that 10 seats will be allotted 
to them, and the Vice District Governor may attend at no charge.  All districts have donated this year. 
 
PDG Hemeryck recommended that Leadership Institute graduates be put to work right away.  They 
need to use what they have learnŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ άƴŜǿέ 
Lionsτ11 have been members for one year or less and 37 have been members for 2-4 years.   PDG 
Hemeryck emphasized the importance of mentoring new Lions and training them to become future 
leaders. 
 
MICHIGAN FORM REPORT ς Jim Pettinato, Chairman 
The Forum Committee has met twice this year via internet/conference call.  This meeting format has 
worked well for them and has saved time and gas money for committee members. 
 
The Michigan Forum will be held on March 1, 2008 at the Best Western Midway Hotel in Lansing.  This is 
one week later than usual.  In the future, the committee will aim for a consistent date on the third 
weekend in February.  The cost is $30 per person.  There is a bonus session and a hospitality room on 
Friday night for those who arrive early.  Saturday morning begins with breakfast refreshments.   
 
Sixteen breakout sessions are scheduled on Saturday.  They will include Lions and non-Lion topics.  Four 
sessions will run concurrently in four different time slots.  Two state projects have been invited to make 
presentations this yearτBear Lake Camp and Leader Dogs for the Blind.  DGs and VDGs who attend will 
be asked to serve as moderators and introducers. 
 
The committee was able to schedule four additional sessions this year because the White Cane 
Committee decided not to have a room for white cane merchandise sales.  They will have a display 
table where they will take orders and distribute merchandise that was ordered in advance. 
 
An advertising form for the Forum Book was distributed.  Lion Pettinato explained that 15% of the 
Forum budget comes from advertising.  He suggested that clubs buy small congratulatory ads and 
encouraged future RCs, VDGs and DGs to promote their candidacy through an ad in the Forum Book. 
 
DGs were asked to complete a Forum competition form.  Based on their estimates, Lions from their 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ Ŏŀƴ ǿƛƴ ŦǊŜŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CƻǊǳƳΦ  DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
attendance at the Forum and how many people from their district will attend. 
 
LEO COMMITTEE REPORT (Written) - Laurene Homsher, Chair 
The Leo Conference scheduled for August 25 was unavoidably cancelled due to a power shortage at 
Camp Tuhsmeheta in Greenville, Michigan.   The event has been rescheduled on Saturday, February 23, 
2008.  If inclement weather occurs, the alternate date is March 1.  Committee members are contacting 
the original presenters in hopes that they will be available to participate.  Registration materials will be 
reprinted and distributed prior to Thanksgiving. 
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¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜέ ŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [Ŝƻ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ 
Forum.  Many of the presenters who were scheduled at the Leo Conference have already committed to 
presentations at the Michigan Forum.  CC McClure will contact the Leo Committee Chair about selecting 
another date. 
 
LIONS OF MICHIGAN CONVENTION REPORT  
Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ a5 мм /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ 
Conveƴǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ [ƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ {5 мл ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻƴƭȅτ
[/L ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ άƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦέ  {5 мл ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎǳō-district of MD 11 so 
Lions from SD 10 are not entitled to vote at the convention in Sault Ste. Marie. 
 
The 2008 convention will be held on May 16-17 at the Kewadin Hotel and Conference Center in Sault 
Ste. Marie.  Upper Peninsula culture will be the theme for the convention, incorporating Indian tribal 
customs, hunting, and the ships aƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ [ŀƪŜǎΦ  CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ/welcome 
ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴ άǳǇ ƴƻǊǘƘκŘŜŜǊ ŎŀƳǇέ ǘƘŜƳŜΦ  !ǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ƘǳƴǘŜǊ 
orange or camouflage, and room decorations with reflect the theme.  Entertainment will be provided by 
/ƘǊƛǎ [ƛƴƴΣ ŀ ŎƻƳŜŘƛŀƴκƳŀƎƛŎƛŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άȅƻƻǇŜǊέ ƧƻƪŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 
routine. 
 
PID Terry and Jean Graham from Ontario, Canada are the international guests.  Mrs. Graham will 
present a 45-minute program for spouses on Saturday afternoon.  Another 45-minute spouse program 
will feature Native American artists whose crafts are displayed throughout the casino.   
 
Chairman Shepard contacted Kewadin about the cost of a charter bus.  A 47-passenger motor coach 
costs $30 per person/round trip.  It would leave Lansing on Friday morning (with pick-up points in Mt. 
Pleasant and Grayling) and return on Sunday morning.  If there is sufficient interest, additional bus 
routes can be arranged from Grand Rapids and/or Detroit. Committee members were asked to poll 
Lions from their districts to determine if there is enough interest to charter a bus to the convention.  
 
Arrangements for the convention golf outing are still tentative.  It probably will be sponsored by the 
Sault Ste. Marie Lions Club.  It will take place on Friday morning at the Tanglewood Golf Course. 
 

The room rate is $87 for a king or queen room.   Whirlpool upgrades are available for $97, and king 
suites cost $107.  These are the rates for Friday and Saturday nights.  There is a discounted rate for 
Thursday night only ($14 less in each category).  There is a $10 charge for each additional adult over 
two in a room.  DGs and VDGs must make their own hotel reservations.   
 
The convention agenda is similar to last year.  Open discussion of ballot issues has been switched from 
Saturday afternoon to Saturday morning, and there will be a luncheon instead of brunch.  The Mayor of 
Sault Ste. Marie has agreed to deliver a welcoming address during the luncheon.  There will be no 
hospitality room this year so convention attendees can enjoy the casino and the onsite entertainment 
and recreational facilities.  Complimentary coffee is available 24 hours a day, and there are several 
lounges where Lions can gather if they choose not to gamble.  The room rate charged by the hotel 
includes $10 in casino tokens per person per night.   
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The memorial service, which includes a candle-lighting ceremony, takes place before the banquet on 
Saturday night.  Governor Lacy offered to find an appropriate poem for the memorial service.  
 

The committee reviewed three bid proposals for the 2010 convention.  They were from Mission Point 
Resort on Mackinac Island, the Troy Marriott, and the Odawa Casino in Petoskey.  They agreed to wait 
until their next meeting to make a recommendation.  
 

9Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ±ƻǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ should 
ōŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ όƴƻǘ άǇŀǎǎέ ƻǊ άŦŀƛƭέύ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ wǳƭŜǎΦ  !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ 
should be presented in resolution formτǘƘŜ άǿƘŜǊŜŀǎέ portion explains the reason(s) for the change, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άōŜ ƛǘ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘέ portion gives the exact wording to be incorporated into the constitution and 
by-laws. 
 
The District Governors volunteered to chair the following convention events: 

Friday Night Dinner/Reception   Governor Margaret Anderson 
Open Discussion of Amendment Proposals Governor Bill Raymor 
άOlder & Wiser Driverέ CƻǊǳƳ   Governor Flo Kelpinski 
Forum by FDI Graduates   Governor Lloyd Kilbreath 
Saturday Lunch     Governor Gary Lacy 
Business Session    Governor Tony Capozzo 
Saturday Night Banquet    Council Chair Janalee McClure 
Oversight of Credentials & Elections  DGs Joseph Griggs, Flo Kelpinski, Les 
      Selby and Lloyd Kilbreath 
Candle Lighting at Memorial Service  DGs Bob Chrisman, Gwizdala and 
      Duane Goltz 
 

DG Bill Raymor volunteered to serve as Chaplain.  DG Gary Lacy will act as Song Leader.   Lion Judie 
Goltz will introduce the presenters at the two spouse programs on Saturday afternoon. 
 
MOTION ς Capozzo, Anderson, to ask PDG Terry Bowerman to serve as Parliamentarian.  Motion 
carried. 
 
YOUTH EXCHANGE REPORT (via conference call) ς Karen Ates, Chairperson 
Last year 24 young people came to Michigan through the Youth Exchange program.  They were from 
Finland, Poland, Germany, Japan, France, Italy, Switzerland, and Peru.  Nineteen Michigan students 
traveled to Japan, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Belgium, Italy, Finland, Peru, Germany and Spain.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
winter exchange will see students from Japan arriving in December and leaving in January.  Host families 
are still needed for girls from Peru who will be here between January 16 and March 1. 
 
The Youth Exchange Committee asked to have a form posted on the state website.  Lion Ates explained 
that it was in Microsoft Excel format.  She will forward a copy to the Lions State Office. 
 
MOTION ς Griggs, Raymor, to approve the Youth Exchange budget.  Motion carried.   
 
MOTION ς Raymor, Kelpinski, to allow Youth Exchange students to solicit funds from Lions Clubs to help 
pay for their trip costs.  Motion carried. 
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Lion Ates stated that she would not serve as committee chair next year.  She urged the VDGs to begin 
looking now to find a Lion willing to take on the task.  She is willing to stay on as vice-chair to help train 
the new chair. 
 
MOTION ς Gwizdala, Lacy, to submit Karen AtesΩ ƴŀƳŜ for the Top 10 Youth Exchange Chairperson 
Award.  Motion carried.   
 
ALL STATE BAND REPORT  
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƘanged 
this year.  Instead of receiving 3-4 tour brochures, each band director receives a band poster with tear-
off application forms at the bottom.   Additional details and information about the band are available 
online at the state website. 
 
Tryouts for the 2008 Lions of Michigan All State Band will be held on November 11.  Students also have 
the option of submitting an audition tape.  Most of the returning band members plan to try out in Holt 
because they enjoy getting together to interact and socialize. 
 
 The Bangkok tour is priced at $3,499 per student.  The group departs on June 21 and returns on July 1.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ фл ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ   
 
Club donations are projected at $35,000 (approximately $3,200 per district).  Another $2,000 will come 
from the Flag Ceremony and the Plenary Session performance.  This leaves a budget shortfall of 
approximately $20,000.  The All State Band Board has approved funding to hire a grant writer to seek 
financial support for the band from outside sources.  They arŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ¢ŜȄŀǎ IƻƭŘ Ψ9Ƴ 
Tournaments to raise funds.  If these measures fail to produce the needed money, the band will look at 
cutting the length of the trip or reducing the number of days for band camp.  The number of band 
members is also a concern as they look at the number of band members required to fill buses while 
maintaining proper instrumentation. 
 
MOTION ς Griggs, Capozzo, to encourage the band to maintain it planned tour to Bangkok instead of 
substituting an alternate tour.  Motion carried. 
 
CRITERIA FOR LEADERSHIP AND PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS 
The Governors reviewed nominees and eliminated those who have already received the medal for 
which they were nominated.  They also eliminated nominations that were not submitted by the 
deadline date.  To be considered this weekend, nominees must meet the criteria of outstanding 
contributions in the areas of extension and membership.  Others will be considered in March as a 
άǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛŜǊέ ƻŦ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ.  Additional (new) nominations will also be accepted.   
 

AUDIT REPORT ς Robert Heemer, CPA 
The 2006-2007 audit report covered three corporations: Lions of Michigan All State Band Charities, Inc., 
Lions of Michigan, Inc., and Lions of Michigan Publication, Inc. Band information is presented separately 
because it is an independent 501(c)(3) corporation.  Mr. Heemer issued an unqualified opinion, 
indicating that the statements fairly present the financial position of the organizations, and records are 
kept in accordance with accepted accounting standards.   
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The All State Band has operated at a profit for the past two years and has been able to build their equity 
somewhat.  However, both the 2006 and 2007 tours were in-country.  The band will have to watch 
expenses carefully when they go out-of-country for the International Convention in Bangkok, Thailand 
in 2008.  In the past, tours to foreign countries have produced losses for the band. 
 
The band has purchased equipment over the years at a cost of $110,505 (including uniforms and 
instruments).  It is almost completely depreciated and currently shows a net value of $5,925. 
 
2006-07 was a good year for the Lions of Michigan.  They showed a $53,000 increase in net assets.  
However, Mr. Heemer noted that the biggest change was in the value of investments, due to the sale of 
stock held by the Grace Lange Memorial Fund.  In the 1970s, Grace Lange passed away, leaving a 
bequest to the Lions of Michigan to be used to aid the blind and visually impaired.  (The Fund provides 
$2,000 annually for the White Cane Scholarship.)  The original bequest included approximately $6,000 
in cash and $6,000 in stock.  Over the years, the stock dividends were re-invested in additional shares.  
Last year the Council of Governors decided to sell the stocks and reinvest in mutual funds, with the 
intent of receiving higher earnings.  At the end of June, the cost basis of the mutual fund investments 
was $116,894. 
 
The Lions of Michigan, Inc. and the Lions of Michigan Magazine have cash balances over $250,000 in 
National City Bank.  FDIC insures bank deposits up to $100,000.  On June 30, 2007, only $129,000 in 
cash deposits were covered by FDIC.  Mr. Heemer did not see this as a significant risk because National 
City is a very large and reputable bank. 
 
The Lions of Michigan Publication is also a separate corporation.  It is doing well financially and had a 
net gain of $7,400 last year.  Bringing it in-house has improved their financial position significantly. 
 
MOTION ς Capozzo, Griggs, to accept the audit report.  Motion carried. 
 
DIABETES DISPLAY BOARDS 
The Diabetes Committee of District 11 C2 has developed a large, free-standing display board.  Governor 
Lloyd Kilbreath offered contact information to districts interested in purchasing one. 
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT ς Jim Walls, PDG, Chair 
PDG Walls contacted Chad McCann, Executive Director of the Lions of Michigan Foundation, with a 
proposal whereby they would fund a membership award for the next two years to be presented at the 
MD 11 and SD 10 Conventions.  The plan was presented to the Board of Trustees, who agreed that it 
would provide excellent publicity and public relations for the Foundation.  The recipient would be 
selected by the MD Membership Committee, and a representative from the Foundation would present 
the award.  The Lions of Michigan Foundation will name the membership award, possibly the 'Lions of 
Michigan Foundation Membership Award'. 
 
MOTION ς Raymor, Anderson, to allow the Lions of Michigan Foundation to purchase and present the 
membership award.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Walls also outlined a plan to recognize the top sponsor of new members from each district 
(for new members reported between July 1, 2007 and May 1, 2008).  It will be the responsibility of each 
district Membership Chair to identify their winner and notify Chairman Walls.  Winners will receive a 
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framed certificate at the convention in Sault Ste. Marie and their $10 convention registration fee will be 
refunded.  Those who are unable to attend the convention will receive a certificate in the mail.   
 
MOTION ς Anderson, Griggs, to approve funds for the membership sponsor certificates and registration 
rebates (one per district ς 10 awards).  Motion carried. 
 
RETENTION REPORT ς Hank Bosma, PDG, Chair 
The membership report through September showed a net loss of 119 members in Michigan.  By 
comparison, the net loss at the end of September in 2006 was -115; and in 2005, it was -195.  PDG 
Bosma felt that the September totals were worse than usual because [/LΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀǎ 
Membership Month resulted in some sandbagging. 
 
On January 12, 2008 there will be a meeting of the M-E-R-L Committee Chairs, District Coordinators, 
VDGs, and DGs at the Best Western Midway Hotel in Lansing between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.  Funding will 
be requested from LCI.  PDG Bosma will provide the financial information needed for submission of the 
grant request. 
 
LEADERSHIP REPORT (Written) ς Esther LaMothe, PDG, Chair 
Leadership Development Chairs in each district have completed training sessions for club officers and 
cabinet officers.  They have been actively promoting participation in the Leadership Institute and the 
Faculty Development Institute.  Many were volunteers at the USA/Canada Forum in Grand Rapids and 
are making presentations at their own fall or mid-winter conferences. 
 
Districts 11 A1 and 11 B1 are working together to host another LCI Extension Workshop.  They will train 
more Guiding Lions and continue to work on establishing new clubs.  Several other districts are working 
to transfer members from clubs that are folding to existing clubs. 
 
AGENDA CHANGE 
 
MOTION ς Griggs, Capozzo, the start the Council Meeting on Sunday morning at 8:00 a.m. instead of 
9:00 a.m.  Motion carried. 
 
MICHIGAN EYE BANK REPORT ς Chuck Weir, PID 
PID Weir reported that the Michigan Eye Bank is applying for a grant from LCIF for two machines that 
harvest slices of the corneaτnot the whole thing.  Once used, the machine has to be sterilized for 
several hours before it can be re-used.  The grant request will be initiated by District 11 B1 and has to 
be submitted to LCIF by January 18. 
 
Kevin Ross is the new CEO of the Michigan Eye Bank.  Florence Johnston was serving in an interim 
capacity until the new CEO was named. 
 
MERL TEAM COORDINATOR REPORT (Written) ς Frank Cunningham, PDG 
PDG Cunningham reported difficulties in coordinating the activities of the MERL Committee Chairs.  CC 
McClure advised the Governors that she had contacted LCI to find out whether other MDs were having 
problems implementing the MERL Team Coordinator position.  LCI reported that overall evaluations of 
the position have been very unsatisfactory.  In fact, after two years of mandating the position, LCI has 
dropped the requirement for a MD MERL Team Coordinator.   
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MOTION ς Raymor, Anderson, to eliminate the position of MERL Team Coordinator at the completion of 
the current fiscal year.  Motion carried (opposed by A2 and E2). 
 
The Council of Governors agreed that it would be up to PDG Cunningham to determine his level of 
participation for the balance of the year. 
 
EXTENSION REPORT (via conference call) ς Wendell Byrd, PDG, MD 11 Extension Chair 
PDG Byrd plans to schedule a meeting of the Extension Committee at the State Office in December.  
VDGs will also be invited to attend.  He will call the office to confirm arrangements.   
 
Two years ago, District 11 A1 received a $10,000 grant from LCI under the Urban Development 
InitiativeΦ  t5D .ȅǊŘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ [/L ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 
paperwork for the first grant has been finalized and closed. 
 
Districts 11 A1 and 11 B1 are working together to bring in the extension team from LCI for a 3-day 
session.  Twenty participants are needed.  District 11 B1 has 4-5 people who are willing to participate, 
and 11 A1 is trying to get the rest.  If this is not possible, they will consider expanding the effort to 
include another district.  A ŘŀǘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǘ ȅŜǘΦ  9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ 
three places where a new club can be organized.  District 11 B1 brought in the LCI extension team last 
year, and they formed new clubs in Albion and Manchester, as well as several branch clubs. 
 
PROJECT KID SIGHT REPORT ς Susan Eisenhardt, Executive Director 
Finances for the Kid Sight program have improved recently, and donations have picked up.  Very little 
money is spent on administrative costs.  They pay no salaries, and office space and postage are 
donated.  The program had only $4,000 in the bank when Susan took over as Administrator; they now 
have over $20,000.  Kid Sight now has a grant writer, and funds are beginning to come in.  Through the 
efforts of Dr. Jack Baker, a $6,200 grant came from Detroit Medical Center.  He is going after another 
$5,000. 
 
Between 11,000 and 20,000 children have been screened in Michigan through the Kid Sight program.  
However, better training is needed, with active district coordinators in every district.  The only 
requirement is to care about kids and about the program.  It is a preventative program and it saves 
sight.  Districts 11 B2 and 11 A2 are the most active in promoting and supporting the program. 
 
A new type of photo-screening camera is now available, but it is not the one currently used by Project 
Kid Sight.  The target group for Kid Sight screenings is infants and toddlers (ages 1-5), particularly those 
at day care centers.  Children of migrant workers and home-schooled kids also represent a group that is 
frequently overlooked or missed by school screenings.  Funding cuts by the State of Michigan might 
make it possible to screen older children who were previously served through mandatory screenings in 
the public schools.  Project Kid Sight used to interface with Head Start, but they no longer do so.  PID 
Chuck Weir reported that the Health Department screens for Head Start in Ingham County.  Susan 
Eisenhardt recommended that the Lions work together with other organizations, but avoid duplication. 
 
LCIF approved a 3-year Core 4 Grant for Project Kid Sight totaling $200,000 in 2003.  Several 
installments were received, totaling $180,000.  LCIF terminated payments because reports were not 
being filed, matching funds were not being raised, and goals were not being met (number of youngsters 
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being screened).  Over the past couple years, there has been much speculation about the possibility of 
obtaining the final $20,000 installment from LCIF if the required paperwork is brought up to date and 
the original terms of the grant can be met.  Susan advised the Council that program records were not in 
good order when they were turned over to her two years ago.  They have been turned over to an 
outside source to unravel.  Susan will contact LCIF to ascertain whether they have closed the grant. 
 
WRITTEN REPORTS  
The following written reports were submitted:  Bear Lake Camp, Lion Pride Magazine, Information 
Technology, Public Relations, Leader Dog, Hearing, Welcome Homes, and Michigan Eye Bank.  Copies of 
these reports are included in the back of these minutes. 
 
Bear Lake Camp Committee 
PDG Nancy Lampman reported that the committee scheduled its first meeting on October 28 and would 
discuss plans for the year at that time. 
 
DG Lloyd Kilbreath announced that the raffle to benefit Bear Lake Camp did not produce enough sales 
to award the car lease.  The tickets that were sold were entered into a 50/50 drawing, and $3,705.00 
was split between the winner of the drawing and Bear Lake Camp. 
 
Lion Pride Magazine 
The recent postage increase has resulted in a substantial increase mailing costs for the magazine.  The 
net result is about $500 more per issue ($4,500 per year).  Bids for printing of the magazine have been 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ƛǎ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ноΣ нллтΦ  ! ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ άōŀŘ 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎέ (by district) from Lions International was provided to each District Governor.  They are asked 
to contact club secretaries to have them update them when they file MMRs. 
 
Information Technology Committee ς The committee ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ά¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ¢ƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘέ ǘƻ 
be published on the state website or in the Lion Pride Magazine.  They are also working on their 
presentation at the Michigan Forum. 
 
 Public Relations Committee ς The committee met in September to discuss ways to promote Lionism in 
Michigan.  They recommended continuation of the scrapbook contest, with the three top winners to be 
recognized at the convention in Sault Ste. Marie in May.   
 
MOTION ς Griggs, Kilbreath, to authorize $200 from the PR Account for awards and recognitions for the 
scrapbook contest.  Motion carried. 
  
Leader Dog Committee ς PDG Frank Cunningham has set a goal to have all Lions Clubs in Michigan 
donate to Leader Dog this year.  He provided statistics on applications received, Lions sponsorships, and 
the number of teams graduated.  He also listed the number of students involved in the Advanced 
Mobility Program and Trekker Training.  The Governors expressed their pleasure with the thoroughness 
of his report. 
  
Hearing Committee ς The committee is developing a brochure that describes hearing loss and lists 
resources to contact for help.  They are also trying to coordinate servicse provided by the Lions Hearing 
Center, MADHH, and the Lions of Michigan Service Foundation.  
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Welcome Homes Committee ς A training session for 34 participants was held at the State Office in 
August.  Each received a standardized presentation to use at club meetings.  Welcome Home 
fundraisers include Rose Day in Districts 11 B2 and 11 C1, West Michigan Projects Night in November, 
and the Strawberry Festival in June.  Donations this year are ahead of last year.  Sale of the Monroe 
Street property is still pending.  Welcome Homes is working with a national chain that operates 21 
homes in Michigan.  They are also looking at facilities in Battle Creek, Livonia, and Hillman. 
 
Michigan Eye Bank ς With two years to go, contributions and pledges to the Capital Campaign total 
$250,000.  The committee has ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȅŜƎƭŀǎǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƛƎƘǘ bƛƎƘǘέ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 
organ donor program started by the Secretary of State, ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{Ƙƻǿ aŜ ¸ƻǳǊ IŜŀǊǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ 
Eye Bank will celebrate its 50

th
 anniversary on November 14 at the Four Points Sheraton Hotel in Ann 

Arbor. 
 
MOTION ς Lacy, Raymor, to receive the written reports.  Motion carried. 
 
2009 STATE PIN 
Two potential pin designs were presented.  One depicted Paul Bunyan and the other showed a canoe on 
a tree-lined lake.  The Governors agreed that the VDGs should select the pin design because it will be 
the state pin for their year. 
 
MOTION ς Marshall, Johnson, to select the pin design showing Paul Bunyan.  Motion carried. 
 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION REPORT (via conference call) ς Jesse Arnold, Chairman 
To date, only 119 Lions worldwide have registered for the convention.  The headquarters hotel for the 
Michigan delegation is the Montien Riverside.  It is approximately 13 miles from the IMPACT 
Convention Center.  The room rate is $145.20 per night, plus tax.   
 
The committee discussed three options for Michigan Night to take place on Tuesday night at 7 p.m.  
Two dinner cruises with live music were proposedτone with Thai food @ 59 per person, and the other 
with an international buffet @ $69 per person.  Both include round trip bus transportation.  The third 
option is dinner at a Thai restaurant with entertainment by three sets of classical Thai dancers @ $59 
per person (transportation included).   The committee noted that Thai food is very hot and spicy.  Costs 
are based on 40 participants.  If numbers are lower, the price is subject to increase. 
 
MOTION ς Griggs, Goltz, to approve the dinner cruise with the international buffet @ $69 per person as 
the Michigan Night event.  Motion carried. 
 
Leader Dog School has agreed to donate 50-60 hats for the parade.  Neck coolers will also be provided 
to marchers.  These will cost approximately $3 each.  Jesse plans to distribute them at the convention in 
{ŀǳƭǘ {ǘŜΦ aŀǊƛŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ to Bangkok.  Committee members will transport the 
parade banners to Thailand in their luggage to avoid shipping and customs charges. 
 
MOTION ς Griggs, Raymor, to approve the hat from Leader Dog as the official parade hat for the 2008 
convention.  Motion carried. 
 
The rising price of oil has caused airfares to Bangkok to rise substantially.  At the end of October, they 
averaged $2,000 per person, round trip from Detroit Metro.  Cancellation insurance is recommended.  
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Michigan Lions who go to Bangkok should also check their personal hospitalization insurance for 
ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ  [/LΩǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΦ 
 
The committee did not designate a travel agency to handle flight arrangement for Michigan Lions, and 
there are no plans for pre- or post-convention tours.   
 
MOTION ς Griggs, Lacy, to approve the parade patch.  Motion carried. 
 
MOTION ς Raymor, Griggs, to approve the proposed budget for the International Convention 
Committee.  Motion carried. 
 
CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS REPORT (via conference call) ς Roger LaMothe, PDG, Chairman 
The committee has discussed eight possible amendments to the MD 11 Constitution and By-Laws to be 
presented at the 2008 convention.   
 
Proposal #1 ς At the convention in Chicago, the International by-laws were revised to include changes in 
the duties of the DG, VDG, Region Chair, and Zone Chair.  PDG LaMothe suggested incorporating all of 
the prescribed duties into the MD 11 by-laws.  The question was raised whether this change should be 
automatic under the provision that permits housekeeping revisions to be made without a vote on the 
floor of the convention.  PDG LaMothe stated that the committee would frame the language, which 
may or may not be presented in Sault Ste. Marie. 
 
MOTION ς Capozzo, Lacy, to ask the Constitution and By-Laws Committee to put together the wording 
for discussion at the March Council Meeting.  Motion carried. 
  
Proposal #2 ς An amendment to the MD 11 by-laws was proposed by the Romeo Lions Club that would 
stipulate that a seated Governor or Council Chair shall not serve on the board of a Lion-sponsored 
project in order to avoid favoritism and/or conflict of interest.  The proposal was presented in proper 
form and in accordance with the procedures outlined for amendments that originate with Lions Clubs. 
 
MOTION ς Capozzo, Lacy, to move the proposal forward to the ballot at the 2008 convention in Sault 
Ste. Marie.  Motion carried. 
 
Proposal #3 ς This proposal would change all MD 11 committee appointments to two-year terms; half 
to be appointed in odd years and the other half to be appointed in even years.  MERL appointments 
would continue for three-year terms, as required by LCI.  The split would be made by listing the 
committees in alphabetical order, with the first half to be appointed in even-numbered years and the 
second half in odd-numbered years. 
 
PDG LaMothe questioned whether the MD Convention Committee should continue to be a three-year 
appointment or become a two-year appointment along with the rest.  The Governors clarified that their 
intent had been to make 1-year appointments into 2-year appointments.  None of the other committee 
appointment terms were to be changed. 
 
MOTION ς Griggs, Anderson, to ask the Constitution and By-Laws Committee put together the language 
for discussion at the March Council Meeting to change one-year committee appointments to two-year 
committee appointments.  Motion carried. 
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The Governors asked PDG LaMothe to draft language for the March meeting to change the District 
appointments to the Leader Dog Committee from a 2-year to a 3-year term, as requested by Leader 
Dog. 
 
Proposal #4 ς This proposal would give membership status and voting privileges on the Liaison 
Committee to all PIDs elected from Michigan, provided that they maintain their residency in Michigan.   
 
PDG LaMothe suggested a possible alternative, whereby all Michigan PIDs would serve as voting 
members of the Liaison Committee AND each district would appoint one committee representative.  
PID Ken Lautzenheiser expressed his opposition to the alternate proposal. 
 
MOTION ς Raymor, Griggs, to ask the Constitution and By-Laws Committee to draft the language for the 
original proposal only.  Motion carried. 
 
Proposal #5 ς Identical redistricting proposals were received from Fruitport in 11 C1 and Bretton Woods 
in 11 C2.  The plan would combine 11 C1 and 11 C2 into one sub-district, to be called 11 C.  PDG 
LaMothe questioned whether 11 C was an appropriate title for the proposed new district.  DGs Lacy and 
Kilbreath explained that the two districts had agreed upon that designation, and it was already part of 
the language of the proposal. 
 
MOTION ς Griggs, Raymor, to move the proposal forward to the ballot at the 2008 convention in Sault 
Ste. Marie.  Motion carried. 
 
Proposal #6 ς The proposal would require MD 11 committee chairs to have internet access.  The Council 
felt that this requirement should be placed in the Policy Manual, not the by-laws. 
 
Proposal #7 ς This proposal would include information on the optional position called Second Vice 
District Governor.  
 
MOTION ς Raymor, Capozzo, to place information on the Second Vice District Governors position in the 
Policy Manual instead of the Constitution and By-Laws.  Motion carried. 
 
Proposal #8 ς This proposal would add the Lions of Michigan Service Foundation to the list of state 
projects.  The LMSF must file a request to be included on the ballot no less than 120 days prior to the 
MD Convention. 
 
MOTION ς Capozzo, Griggs, to ask the Constitution and By-Laws Committee to prepare the appropriate 
wording to include LMSF as a state project, pending receipt of their official request.  Motion carried. 
 
LIONS OF MICHIGAN FOUNDATION REPORT ς PDG Jerry Hinton and PDG Bill Klingensmith 
PDGs Hinton and Klingensmith delivered the paperwork required for their petition for state project 
status.  In accordance with the by-laws, the Council has the option of adding a standing committee 
when a project attains MD project status; however, the Foundation is not asking for a standing 
committee, as they already have two elected trustees from each district.   
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Mints for the Military orders are accumulated until a complete pallet of mints can be shipped overseas.    
/ƭǳōǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎŀǎŜΤ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŀƳƻǳƴǘΦ  Sixty-five 
cases of candy were distributed last year through the Mints for the Military program.  Another shipment 
will be made in June of 2007. 
 
The Council provided the LMSF representatives with feedback they had received from military 
personnel.  The single mints are a better product for soldiers than the roll mints because the candy in 
the opened rolls gets dirty.  It also makes better sense to give out single pieces to children rather than 
an entire roll or unwrapped candies. 
 
The Foundation will distribute tickets for their Sight and Hearing Sweepstakes soon.  Clubs that sell 
more than 100 tickets will get $5 back per ticket sold.  The return is smaller for sales of fewer tickets.  
 

COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS MEETING 
LANSING, MICHIGAN 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2007 
 

CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. in the Michigan Room of the Quality Inn 
in St. Ignace, Michigan by Council Chair Janalee McClure.  Governors present were:   Tony Capozzo, 11 
A2; Robert Chrisman, 11 B1; Margaret Anderson, 11 B2; Gary Lacy, 11 C1; Lloyd Kilbreath, 11 C2; Joe 
Gwizdala, 11 D1; Les Selby, 11 D2; William Raymor, 11 E1; Florence Kelpinski, 11 E2; and Duane Goltz, 
SD 10.  Vice District Governors in attendance were:  Jim Williams, 11 A1; Connie Shelton, 11 A2; Roberta 
Sexton, 11 B1; Linda Bosma, 11 B2; Mike Johnson, 11 C1; Shirley Marshall, 11 C2; Frank Rivette, 11 D1; 
Chuck Belesky, 11 D2; Larry Morlock, 11 E1; and David Zeller, 11 E2.  Also present were:  PID Chuck 
Weir; Council Chair Janalee McClure; State Treasurer Paul Hemeryck; and State Secretary Mary Brown. 
 
JUDGING OF PEACE POSTERS 
Vice District Governors will judge the winning posters from each district during their training session on 
December 14.  District Governors should mail their winning poster to the State Office or have their VDG 
bring it with them. 
 
MEETING DATES/SITES FOR 2008-09 COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The VDGs considered bids from nine hotels in the Lansing area for the August 2008, December 2008 
and March 2009 Council Meetings.  Because Leader Dog School haǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎΩ Ǿƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
on the first weekend in August, it was suggested that the August Council meeting be scheduled on the 
second weekend. 
 
MOTION ς Johnson, Sexton, to hold Council Meetings at the Best Western Midway Hotel on August 8-
10, 2008, December 12-14, 2008, and March 6-8, 2009.  Motion carried. 
 
Input was sought from the VDGs regarding their preference for the location of the October 2008 
meeting.  They suggested holding it at the Quality Inn in St. Ignace. 
 
POLICY MANUAL CHANGES 
The section of the Policy Manual relating to the Council Chair selection process contains references to 
proxy voting (which is prohibited under the Lions International Constitution) and allows mail-in votes 
όǿƘƛŎƘ  ƛǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ wǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ hǊŘŜr).   
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MOTION ς Lacy, Raymor, to make the following changes in the Policy Manual, items 6 and 7 under 
ά{ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎΦέ  aƻǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ 
 

6.  All Vice District Governors shall be notified by the State Office of the date, time and place that 
the Council Chair selection will be conducted.  If a seated Vice District Governor is unable to be 
physically present for the Council Chair interview/selection, he/she may participate live via 
conference call.  If a Vice District Governor does not wish to participate via live conference call and 
is unable to be present at the appointed date and time of Council Chair selection, he/she will waive 
the right to vote. 

 
7.  The Vice District Governors will select the Council Chairperson following the interviews by a 
simple majority vote. 

 
MOTION ς Capozzo, Selby, to modify the Policy Manual, item 1 under the section relating to the 
selection process for Council Chair, to add a second sentence.  Motion carried. 
 

1.  Criteria for Council Chairperson and the application instrument will be mailed to all eligible 
candidates at least 40 days prior to application deadline.  A postcard will be included so PDGs who 
are not interested in the position may request removal of their name from future mailings. 

 
MOTION ς Lacy, Anderson, to modify the Policy Manual, Section VI, (Publications, Council Meeting 
aƛƴǳǘŜǎύ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ and District Information Technology Chairpersonsέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
distribution list for minutes of Council Meetings.  Motion carried. 
 
MOTION ς Kilbreath, Kelpinski, to add the following wording at the beginning of the section called 
Publications.  Motion carried. 
 

All official publications, including the Council Minutes, may be placed on state and 
district websites for general distribution excluding documents which contain personal 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŀƛƭǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻ ƛƴ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ [ƛƻƴƛǎƳΦέ 

 
MOTION ς /ŀǇƻȊȊƻΣ YƛƭōǊŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ά{ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜέ ό{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ±LLΣ 
S.A. Dodge Distinguished Service Award).  Motion carried. 

 
The Executive Secretary and the Council Chair shall be responsible for setting up the 
coded numbering system. 

 
REDISTRICTING PROPOSAL 
 
MOTION ς Gwizdala, Lacy, to instruct the affected districts (those with at least 1,250 members) to place 
on the balloǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ !ΩǎΣ .Ωǎ ŀƴŘ 
/ΩǎΦ  aƻǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ 
 
20TH !bbL±9w{!w¸ ²ha9bΩ{ tLb 
Governor Lacy presented information on a special pin commemorating the 20th anniversary of women 
in Lionism. The cost is $2.25 each on orders of 1,000 or more.  The multiple district designation can be 
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ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ улл ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΦ  DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ [ŀŎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ά{5 млκa5 ммέ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
printed on the pin. 
 
MOTION ς Lacy, Anderson, to have the StaǘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ мΣнлл ƎƻƭŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ Ǉƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƭƭ 
the districts for their commitments.  Motion carried. 
 
DGs committed to the following number of pins for their district: 
11 A1 ς 100   11 C1 ς 100   11 E1 ς 150 
11 A2 ς 100   11 C2 ς 150   11 E2 ς 50 
11 B1 ς 100   11 D1 ς 100   SD 10 ς 100 
11 B2 ς 150   11 D2 ς 100 
 
CONVERSION OF LIONESS CLUBS 
VDG Mike Johnson suggested that a concerted effort should be made to convert Lioness Clubs to Lions 
Clubs.  It would improve overall membership and eliminate some of the problems relating to the new 
filing requirements for IRS Form 990.  The topic will be placed on the agenda for discussion on Friday of 
the next Council Meeting. 
 
SELECTION OF AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 
MOTION ς Selby, Lacy, to have CC Janalee McClure conduct the selection of award recipients.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Six nominations were submitted for the S. A. Dodge Distinguished Service Award.  Written ballots were 
cast, and two recipients were chosen.  The awards will be presented at the convention in Sault Ste. 
Marie in May. 
 
Nominees for Leadership and Presidential Medals were evaluated on the basis of their contributions in 
the areas of membership and extension.  Three Presidential Medal recipients were selected and 
prioritized.  Five Leadership Medal nominees were also accepted and prioritized. Nomination forms will 
be forwarded to ID Bill Hansen for endorsement and submission to International President Amarasuriya.  
If approved, the Governors will present the medals at their District Conventions in March and April.  
Recipients will also receive verbal recognition at the Lions of Michigan Convention in Sault Ste. Marie.  
Several Governors asked for additional time to re-write their nomination forms before they are 
forwarded to ID Hansen.  A deadline of November 15 was set for these submissions. 
 
February 15, 2008 is the deadline for any new nominations for Leadership and Presidential Medals.  
They will be considered on Friday night of the March Council Meeting. Nominations already submitted 
that were excluded because they did not meet the membership/extension criteria or because they 
came in late will also be considered in March. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 
 
 

* * * * * * * *  
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The following written reports were submitted.  They are included as part of the minutes of this meeting. 
 
Bear Lake Camp    Hearing 
Lion Pride Magazine    Welcome Homes 
Information Technology    Michigan Eye Bank 
Leader Dog     Public Relations 
 

 

 

 

Nancy Lampman, PCC      
1168 Porter Drive ~ Charlotte, Michigan, 48813  

pdgnancy@cablespeed.com ~ (517) 231-0332 Cell 
 

 

 

 

 

 

October 9, 2007  

 

 

Council of Governors, 

  

The Lions Bear Lake Camp Committee will hold its first meeting October 28, 2007 at Lions Bear Lake 

Camp. At that time we will discuss our plans for the year.  

 

Yours in Lionism,  

 

PCC Nancy Lampman  

Chairperson, Lions Bear Lake Camp  

 

 

 

 
LION PRIDE COG REPORT 

2007-2008 REPORT TO THE COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS 
 

STATE OF THE MAGAZINE  
 

As many of you know, the recent postage increase has severely affected the mailing cost of the 
magazine. The net result is about $500 more to mail each issue of the magazine. This equates to about 
$4,500/year. The Publication Advisory Committee is looking for ways to defray this added expense. 
Because of the drastic changes in mailing size and weight the committee is discussing several different 
options that may help minimize these price increases. They have discussed changing the size of the 
magazine, changing the orientation of the magazine when it is mailed, different paper stock (lighter 
weight), and reducing the number of issues printed.  
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After the last Publication Advisory Committee meeting bid proposals were sent out to four 
companies. If you know anyone interested in placing a bid, please contact me as soon as possible. Bid 
deadline is November 23, 2007.  

After talking to our current printer, it appears that changing the size of the magazine will not 
significantly reduce mailing costs. It may save up to $150 in mail fees, but would likely need to be 
tabbed. Tabbing is a process where little stickers seal the productõs edges together to ensure it will run 
through the post officeõs automated postage machines. Average tabbing costs run around $250 per tab 
per 1,000 copies.  

 
As always magazine advertising revenue is a concern. Michigan Eye Bank has not run its two-

page insert this year. However, Lions of Michigan Foundation is running 9 ads this year and Lions 
Hearing Center has placed ads in several issues. Please encourage clubs, candidates and businesses, 
including the hotel where your district convention is going to be held, to advertise in the magazine.  
 

The state office has recently switched internet service providers. As a result, there is a new email 
address for questions and articles for the Lion Pride Magazine. It is lionpride@lionsofmi.com.  

 
CONTINUING CONCERNS  

 

I have included a list of members from your district who may not be receiving their magazine. When 
something bounces back to Lion International they move the address to a do not deliver list. Please 
contact these clubs and have the secretary update the personõs information with Lions International.  
 
Certain districts send in little or no news. Larger pages means itõs imperative District Editors educate 
clubs about submitting material and keep them excited about the magazine. They need to call clubs 
when an article doesnõt make sense, or when more information is needed about a photo. It is impossible 
to look at a photo and magically know what the event is, or why it was held. The magazine does not 
employ reporters to attend club events. If clubs want their information published, they have to send 
stories and photos to their district editor.  
 
Please inform clubs as you visit how to get their stories and photos published in the magazine. If you 
would like copies to take with you to clubs as promotional material for the magazine, please let me 
know. I will make a promotional packet for the magazine.  
 
The magazine is looking for general information articles; please send any you come across. The 
magazine will print these stories when club news is sparse.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, I am more than happy to help in any way I can. Please contact 
me at 517-887-6640 ext. 15 or mfields@lionsofmi.com.  

 
FUTURE GOALS 

ADVERTISEMENT GOALS:  
 

1. More consistent advertisement in the magazine.  
 
MAGAZINE GOALS:  
 

1) Get articles from more clubs.  
a) Receive more stories and fewer captions from clubs  

mailto:lionpride@lionsofmi.com
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b) Encourage clubs to send articles and photos about community service projects, and things they 
are doing, rather than people giving out plaques.  

c) Attempt to get photos that give the story more impact and presence.  
 

2) Educate clubs on the kind of stories the magazine is looking for.  
a) A story is more than two sentences  
b) It says something about what the activity is for, what it supports, and why the club participates.  
c) A photo with the names of the people in it is not an article.  
d) Say something about the event, not òA good time was had by all.ó  

 

3) Increase the amount of state news in the magazine.  
4)  
 

 
 

Informati on Technology Committee 

Fall Kickoff Meeting 2007-08 

 

Attendees: Cathy Koning, Rick Ruppel 

Unable to Attend: John Johnson, Larry Porn, Robert Teztlaff 

Need to hear from: Karla Roebuck, Linda Tate, Mike Pannett, Ron Gwilt, Whitey Simon 

 

1) Discussion of attendance, possible missed communication as to when/where the meeting was to be 

held. 

- The procedure for meeting invitations is that Michelle sends invites from office and receives rsvps.   

- The improvement: Cathy needs to verify rsvp list with Michelle prior to meeting date and contact 

members who have not responded so planned attendance is known. 

 

2) Discussion of preferred contact methods ï Please let me know if you do not check email, or only 

check once a monthéor prefer US Postal mail or phone. 

 

3) Discussion of Information Technology article in Lion magazine (June 2007) 

- Clubs that never meet in person, only over Internet 

- Clubs that recruit members specifically to fulfill technological needs (e.g. webmaster) 

- Clubs that publish newspapers to share community information and get their name out 

- Clubs that focus on teaching community members about services for the blind and visually impaired 

 

4) Plans for a Technology Tip of the Month 

- Publish on State site? 

- Publish in Lion Pride? 

- Publish on a district site and have links placed on other district (and state) sites? 

- Send to DGs and secretaries; ask them to share with their clubs? 

 

- Who will write the tip?  Take turns, all proofread?  Throw suggestions in the hat and schedule for the 

year?  Take it month-by-month? 

 

Topic ideas ï need to vote, sort, schedule: 

 - Common document standards (Word, Excel ï no Publisher) 

 - PDF ï free converter available, e.g. Ask Google for ópdf 995ô 

 - Emailing links instead of attachments 
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 - Aids for Visual and Hearing Impaired 

  Screen readers, such as JAWS 

  Formatting of documents to make easier to read 

   alt-text on webpage images 

   text-only option 

   column and page breaks 

 

 - Conference calling / Long-distance Meeting Options 

  Costs, availability, features 

http://www.gotomeeting.com ï State was thinking about using the service but it 

doesnôt have the right features for the right cost 

   http://www.freeconferencecall.com  

ï Used by the I.T. committee and others last year.  Works well.  

 

5) Team training efforts 

- August DG training got rave reviews 

- Anyone available for Michigan Forum in February?  Topic to focus on? 

 

Next meeting:  Winter Meeting - December 8, 1:00 pm - 3:30pm - Lansing, State Office 
 

Future meetings: 

Mid-Winter Meeting - February 2, 9:00 am - 10:30am - Phone Conference  

Spring Meeting - May 3, 9:00 am - 10:30am - Phone Conference 

 

In light of the sparse attendance for the September meeting, Iôd like to get an email discussion going to 

set up the yearôs plans.  Specifically, Iôd like a response on the Tip of the Month, Michigan Forum, and 

preferred contact method.  I am reachable at: Cathy Koning, 3747 Bradford St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI  

49525; Home: 616-956-3307 (eve); Work: 616-913-5568 (day);  Cell: 616-745-0119; Catherine. 

Koning@dematic.com (weekdays) or cathykoning@yahoo.com (every couple weeks, no access at work) 

 

Thanks! 

 

Lion Cathy Koning 

MD-11 Information Technology Chair 2007-08 
 

 

 

Leader Dog Committee Report 

 

Date: October 21, 2007  

To: Council of Governors, Lions of Michigan  

From: PDG Lion Frank Cunningham, MD-11 Leader Dog Chairperson  

Subject: Leader Dog Committee  

Dear Governors,  

The MD-11 Leader Dog Committee has 4 new members this year. Each District Chair has 

received a packet of information, along with a DVD to do club presentations in your district. 

http://www.gotomeeting.com/
http://www.freeconferencecall.com/


 24 

Only 1 district was 100% for Leader Dog during the 2006 ï 2007 Lionistic year; this was District 

11-A2. To become a 100% district, each club in your district must make a donation to Leader 

Dog. One of the goals of this committee is to make all districts 100% for Leader Dog. As Lions, 

we should be very proud to be the home of Leader Dog and the over 14,000 visually impaired 

people who have experienced the freedom a Leader Dog provides.  

 

Some facts:  

 

 Leader Dog mailed out 500 applications and received 375 of them back.  

 Denied about 7%, mostly to health issues, including not being legally blind.  

 59 were sponsored by Lions Clubs.  

 Graduated 236 teams.  

 Applications typically take between 30 and 60 days to be processed.  

 Field Service visited 175 applicants, worked with 302 graduates, and completed 11 

deliveries to in-home training students.  

 Technology Department had 24 AMP (Advanced Mobility Program) students, and 40 

Trekker Training students.  

 

The Work Counts Program is looking to fill 20 internships in the next 5 years.  

Governors, many graduates this past year have come from all parts of our state, yet our donations 

have remained the same. Please promote Leader Dog in your district and all the good work that is 

going on at Leader Dog. Thanksé  

 

Yours in Lionism,  

PDG Lion Frank Cunningham  

MD-11 Leader Dog Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

Lions Hearing Committee Minutes  -  October 13, 2007  
 

Members Present : Lion Carlton Stanley (B1), Lion Maureen Treppa (C2), PDG Toby VanRiper 

(C2), Lion Glenda Kiesling (D1) substitute for Lion Keith Cregar, Lion Nan Asher (statewide), 

Lion Cheryl Bragg (A1), Lion SaDonna White (MADHH), VDG Larry Morlock (E1) Council of 

Governors Liaison, and Lion Gayle Morlock (E1) Chair .  
 

Members Absent: Lion Paul Gareau (A2), Lion Ron Ravitch (B2), Lion Roger Smith (C1), Lion 

Richard Roose (D2), Lion Kim LaCross (E2), and DG Tony Capozzo (A2) Council of Governors 

Liaison. 
  

Meeting was c alled to order by Chair Lion Gayle Morlock at 10:00 a.m.  
 

Minutes: Motion: Moved by PDG Toby VanRiper and seconded by Lion Carlton Stanley to 

approve the minutes of May 12, 2007 as amended. Motion carried unanimously.  
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District Reports :  

C2ñPDG Toby VanRiperñno report  
 

B1ñLion Carlton Stanley - They had a picnic for the hearing impaired on Sept 15th at Bedford 

Lions Club House with 70 attendees. Nan Asher did a presentation on emergency preparedness.  

Marshall Lions Club will sponsor the picnic next year.  The district collected 67 hearing aids to 

send to Starkey and Southwest Michigan Rehab. Done with eye glasses drop box.  
 

D1ñLion Glenda Kiesling - All requests have been fulfilled. It was suggested to review 

application with Lion SaDonna White before sup plying equipment as some have been requested 

in two districts . 
  

E1ñLion Gayle Morlock - Some difficulty getting service from the Lions Hearing Center for a 

man in Crystal. Problem has been resolved . 
  

A1ñLion Cheryl Bragg - All requests for hearing aids g o through Lions Hearing Center.  

Lions Hearing Center is having a fundraiser on November 10th at Grayõs Marian in Mt. Clemens 

for a cost of $55/person. It will be a nautical theme and will have a silent auction.  
 

Lion Cheryl suggested for Better Hearing M onth (May) to do a bookmark of noise awareness to 

be distributes in schools throughout the state.  
 

Topics of Discussion :  

1. Noise Awareness Day will be April 16, 2008. Lion Cheryl presented information from New 

York League for Hard of Hearing. She sugges ted the committee should distribute ear 

protectors at events. For more information on International Noise Awareness Day contact 

www.lhh.org  
 

2. MADHH Membership - VDG Toby VanRiper suggested that the hearing committee should be 

the forerunner to join MADH H in support of keeping their office operating to service hearing 

impaired people in Michigan. He distributed membership applications and information to 

committee members.  
 

3. Lions Hearing Aid Program - VDG Toby distributed information on the Lions Heari ng Aid 

Program.  
 

4. Sight and Hearing Sweepstakes - VDG Toby suggested that the hearing committee sell 

tickets as a fundraiser to support MADHH and the Lions of Michigan Service Foundation.  
 

Motion: Moved by Lion Cheryl Bragg and seconded by Lion Carlton  Stanley to proceed with the 

raffle. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

VDG Toby volunteered to do all the accounting and work with Chad McCann from the Lions of 

Michigan Service Foundation.  
 

5. Brochure - Discussion on revisions on the new brochure  
 

6. Discussion continued on the topic of a statewide hearing aid policy for assistance to the 

public.  
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Continues discussion on the Lions Hearing Center and MADHH as to how the organizations 

could deliver services to the hearing impaired in Michigan. The committee decided to take the 

following actions:  
 

1) a survey to determine the number of people serviced by Lions Clubs  

2) to determine the number of people serviced by Lions Hearing Center and MADHH  

3) establish a meeting with the administration of Lions Hearing  Center, MADHH and 

Lions of Michigan Service Foundation  
 

The committee is to establish a timeline to accomplish the goal of coordination of services 

under a statewide policy for delivery of those services . 
 

District chairpersons are to do the survey of ea ch club in their district before the December 

1, 2007 meeting. The individual clubs are to report quarterly to their district chairperson to 

update the survey.  
 

Lion Nan Asher distributed: 2006 -2007 Lions/Lioness Club sponsors to MADHH; listing of 

Michigan based non-profit agencies; MADHH loaner program; MADHH is a place for é; 

Products for deaf/hard of hearing catalog  
 

Next meeting: Saturday, December 1st at 10:00 a.m. at the Lions of Michigan State Office . 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.  
 

Respectf ully submitted,  

Lion Gayle Morlock, Chair  

 

 

Welcome Homes Residential Services 
Residential services for the visually impaired 

 
October 8, 2007  

 

Council of Governors  

 

On August 4th we conducted a training session at the Lions of Michigan State Office for District 

Welcome Homes Committee Chairs. In addition the Governors and Vice Governors were invited to 

attend this meeting. We had 34 in attendance and each participant was provided with a standardized 

presentation to use at club meetings within their respective districts to give the club level Lions an 

updated look at our new and improved service program for the blind and visually impaired. Last year the 

Lions of Michigan donated nearly $90,000 toward our project and donations to-date are ahead of last 

year.  

 

Welcome Homes Residential Services had a display table at the USA/Canada Leadership Forum 

September 6-8, 2007 in Grand Rapids.  
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The Annual Western Michigan Projects night will be held on Wednesday November 11, 2007 at the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel in Grand Rapids. Welcome Homes Residential Services will have a display table set 

up and will be giving a program update to those in attendance.  

 

A Strawberry Festival committee has been formed and a festival is being planned for June 2008. Rose 

Day, a District B2 and C1 fund raising project for Welcome Homes, is being wrapped up.  

 

The sale of the Monroe Street property is still pending. We have experienced several challenges with the 

sale of this property over the past year and a half and we hope to finally close on the property by the end 

of this month. The sale will depend upon the approval of the Michigan Department Environmental 

Quality.  

 

We are currently working with a national chain, which owns and operates 32 assisted living/long term 

care homes in the state of Michigan. In addition homes are being looked at in Battle Creek, Livonia and 

Alpena. For the first time in over 50 years, we will have homes now in your back yard and will be able to 

identify and assist those with vision impairments that normally would had been overlooked and gone 

untreated.  

 

Our program is workingðnot just for 32 residents in a single home in one city but hundreds in several 

homes around the state. Thanks to the Lions of Michigan for their generous support.  

 

Yours in Lionism  

Rodney E. Prys, PDG  

State Chair  

 

A Lions of Michigan Supported Project 
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